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Candlestick: Olympian Deities and the Labors of
Hercules

Master I.C. (French, act. 1550-1585)
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Date late 16th century
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Medium Painted enamel on copper, partly gilded
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Dimensions H.: 11 3/4 in. (29.8 cm), diam.: 8 1/2 in. (21.6 cm)

XX

Credit Line Henry Clay Frick Bequest
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Accession Number 1918.4.36

Currently On View

First Floor, Room 14, Enamels Room

Commentary Called a la romaine (in the Roman manner), candlesticks with a high vertical stem were among several types
made in Limoges enamels. The originality of this piece lies in its large base with raised oval medallions. The twelve roundels
at the base depict Olympian gods and goddesses alternating with six of the labors of Hercules. The gods and goddesses
derive from prints by Etienne Delaune, while the labors of Hercules were painted after engravings by Heinrich Aldegrever
from 1550. It is very likely that a second candle-stick completed the iconographic program with the six remaining labors of
Hercules and a different set of gods and goddesses. The candle-stick is signed IC, in gold, inside the foot. Source: Vignon,
Charlotte. The Frick Collection Decorative Arts Handbook. New York: The Frick Collection/Scala, 2015.

Collection History Debruge-Duménil, Paris. His sale, January 23 et seq., 1850, Hotel des Ventes, Paris, Lot 739. Hollingworth
Magniac, London. His sale, July 2 et seq., 1892, Christie’s, Lot 400. John E. Taylor, London. His sale, July 2, 1912, Christie’s,
Lot 140. J. Pierpont Morgan, London and New York. Duveen. Frick, 1918. Source: Enamels, Rugs and Silver in The Frick
Collection. Volume VIIl. New York: The Frick Collection, 1977.
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