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Dish with Saturn on a Chariot

 Jean de Court (Master I.C.) (French, act. 1541–1583)

Date late 16th century

Medium Limoges; enamel on copper, parcel-gilt

Dimensions Diam.: 9 in. (22.9 cm); d.: 5/8 in. (1.6 cm)

Credit Line Gift of Alexis Gregory, 2021

Accession Number 2021.4.07

Currently On View
First Floor, Room 14, Enamels Room

 The scenes on these plates may derive from a series of woodcuts illustrating planetary gods by Gabriele Giolito Commentary
de' Ferrara (ca. 1508–1578), published in 1534, or from The Seven Planets, a series of woodcuts by Georg Pencz (ca. 1500–
1550). The first plate shows Jupiter seated on a chariot drawn by peacocks. He holds a thunderbolt and a scepter, two of his 
attributes. The composition is set against a dark sky highlighted with gold stars and clouds. Beneath the chariot is a coat of 
arms that has not been identified. The rim is decorated with heads of satyrs, grotesques, scrolls, and strapwork. The reverse 
has two masks with arabesques in gold and strapwork in grisaille. The second plate shows Saturn seated on a chariot drawn 
by two dragons. He holds a sickle in his right hand and a child's foot in his left. The coat of arms beneath the chariot has not 
yet been identified. The rim has four masks, scrolls, and fruit garlands. The reverse has four masks, strapwork with laurels, 
and fruit garlands in grisaille and arabesque motifs.
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