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Julia, Lady Peel

Thomas Lawrence (British, 1769-1830)

Date 1827

Medium Oil on canvas

Dimensions 35 3/4 x 27 7/8 in. (90.8 x 70.8 cm)
Credit Line Henry Clay Frick Bequest

Accession Number 1904.1.83

Currently On View
First Floor, Room 11, Library

Commentary Julia Floyd (1795-1859) was married in 1820 to the British statesman Sir Robert Peel, who twice served as
Prime Minister and was an avid patron of Lawrence. The Frick portrait apparently was inspired by Rubens’ painting of
Susanna Fourment known as the Chapeau de paille, which Peel had acquired in 1823. When Lawrence’s Lady Peel was first
exhibited at the Royal Academy in 1827, a critic claimed it to be among “the highest achievements of modern art.”
Lawrence’s flamboyant and virtuoso style has come to epitomize the spirit of the Regency period. Source: Art in The Frick
Collection: Paintings, Sculpture, Decorative Arts, New York: Harry N. Abrams, 1996.

Collection History Peel family. Sold in Paris about 1896. Sigismond Bardac, Paris. Knoedler. Frick, 1904. Source: Paintings in
The Frick Collection: American, British, Dutch, Flemish and German. Volume I. New York: The Frick Collection, 1968.
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