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The Choice Between Virtue and Vice
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 At a crossroads, Hercules encountered Vice, who offered a path of ease and pleasure, and Virtue, who Commentary
indicated a rugged ascent leading to true happiness — a moral lesson underlined by the motto on the entablature at upper 
left: [HO]NOR ET VIRTUS/[P]OST MORTE FLORET (Honor and Virtue Flourish after Death). The long talons of Vice have ripped 
the hero’s stocking. A jagged knife leans against the breast of the sphinx supporting her throne. Source: Art in The Frick 
Collection: Paintings, Sculpture, Decorative Arts, New York: Harry N. Abrams, 1996.
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